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publications since his first visit ten years 
ago, Binding briefly comments, for ex- 
ample on Walker Percy’s 1987 The 
Thanatos Syndrome and Anne Ty!- 
er’s 1985 The Accidental Tourist. 

In Tennessee, the English visitor called 
on Andrew Lytle and Peter Taylor; and 
the ailing Allen Tate carried on a lively 
conversation about religion, race, and 
myth. The descriptions and discussions 
in the chapters on Eudora Welty and 
James Dickey convey those writers’ 
charming personalities and include 
sound comments on their art. Both 
casual and academic readers will take in- 
terest in the description of Reynolds 
Price’s home and Binding’s interpreta- 
tion of The Surface of Earth. 
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countrysides, serendipity adventures, 
other meetings (with such figures as 
David Madden, Marion Montgomery, 
and Thomas Daniel Young), and rather 
obvious or arbitrary thumbnail sketches 
of earlier southern writers. While Bind- 
ing takes delight in the dogwood and 
wisteria of Atlanta and Charleston, he 
also wonders at the “crops” of ugly new 
buildings in bland and boring town- 
scapes or the ‘‘amusement baubles’”’ 
which litter the landscape. From his 
unique perspective, he makes observa- 
tions bout Fundamentalism and Catholi- 
cism, “Dixie’’ and bluegrass music, 
black and white relationships, and Ge- 
orge Wallace and Jimmy Carter. 
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Throughout his travels, the English- 
man draws parallels between the 
Southern and European authors, 
scenery, and music. As his journey 
progresses, he deduces that Southern 
authors share a sense of common myth, 
a use of lucal and everyday referents to 
develop universal themes, and an ap- 
proach to their characters as unique, in- 
triguing individuals. 

Like the roads he travels, Binding’s 
literary travelogue includes the obvious 
and familiar, the contradictory and para- 
doxical, the romantic and the unexpect- 
ed — with points of interest along the 
way for armchair readers and for stu- 
dents. — Linda E. McDaniel, Jhe 
University of Southern Mississippi. 
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